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Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
To Renew and Restore a Church in Crisis
Our Vision
For 2000 years, the Catholic Church has stood
as the foundation of our faith, our culture, and our
families. But today, that church is in crisis.

We seek something greater. A church where:
• Generations of Catholics live a faith that is
deep, contagious, and joy-filled!

Did you know, that 5 out of 6 young people
confirmed in your parish today, will no longer be
practicing their Catholic faith within 10 years of
their confirmation? That over half of Americans
raised catholic no longer
identify as such?

• Youth and families are filled with gratefulness for
the gift of Jesus and their Catholic faith.

W h e n m o re t h a n
70% of American
Cath ol ics no l on ger
attend Mass regularly,
isn’t it time we did
something?

• Young people’s hearts are consumed with
love of God and not the things of this world.

Damascus Catholic Mission Campus:

• Leaders teach the faith
with renewed joy and
vibrancy.

A n e n v i r o n m e n t o f e n c o u n t e r,
where world-class programs
AWAKEN, EMPOWER, AND EQUIP
generations of Catholics to LIVE
THE ADVENTURE of their faith.

• Young people and their
families actively live the
adventure of their
Catholic faith in their
schools, workplaces, and
communities.

Many Catholics view
their faith as dull and
boring, irrelevant and
unimportant. Still others see Catholicism as
outdated and out-of-touch.

• Yo u n g p e o p l e a re
excited to live their call as
the living stones that will build the foundation of
the future.
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The “Damascus” Difference

Damascus History

What is the key to renewal? An Environment of
Encounter with Jesus. In him, young people are
awakened, families are empowered, parish and
school leaders are equipped. For too long the facts
have been planted in our minds, without a
relationship being planted in our hearts.

The vision for Damascus Catholic Mission
Campus began in 2001 with the inception of
Catholic Youth Summer Camp (CYSC), a faithawakening summer camp that utilizes high
adventure camp activities in order to foster a high
adventure faith.

89% of Catholic who have remained faithful to
the Church after college identify a particular event
o r e x p e r i e n c e t h at t r i g g e re d t h e i r f a i t h
commitment. Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
will provide these events and experiences.
Damascus Catholic Mission Campus will create an
environment of encounter with Jesus and His
Church.

CYSC began as a parish initiative at St. Andrew
Church, responding to a legitimate need
expressed by parents desiring an environment of
encounter for their children that was rooted within
the Catholic tradition. CYSC was establish in order
to provide a joy-filled environment that challenges
young people to live the adventure of their
Catholic faith through an encounter with Jesus
Christ and His Church.

In 2001, the work of creating a true
environment of encounter began with Catholic
Youth Summer Camp, which has increased its
national impact, participation having more than
tripled in the last 5 years. Leaders trained in this
program are growing its impact beyond camp,
touching thousands of lives annually throughout
the country.

This momentum has led to an even greater
vision: the development of the country’s first
Catholic Mission Campus located on 500 acres in
Central Ohio.
Like St. Paul who encountered the living God
on the road to Damascus, Damascus Catholic
Mission Campus will bring the impact of encounter
not only to the youth of our church, but to
thousands more.

What began as one week of summer camp has
grown to a full summer of 8 camp sessions serving
the dioceses of Columbus, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
Toledo, and far beyond! Over the past 15 years,
CYSC has touched the lives of many thousands of
campers and has made advances into the active
service of young people with special needs as well
as outreach to inner-city youth. In 2015, the
Catholic Youth Summer Camp Campership
Endowment Fund was established with The
Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Columbus in
order to provide camperships for families in
financial need.
C a t h o l i c Yo u t h S u m m e r C a m p w a s
incorporated as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation
with the permission of Bishop Frederick Campbell
in 2006. Since that time, the Board of Directors has
worked diligently to position CYSC for its longterm future success.
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Damascus History (cont.)
Catholic Youth Summer Camp is the only
Catholic camp of its kind. In the past 5 years, CYSC
has more than tripled in size, serving youth from
every diocese in the state of Ohio, as well as youth
from all over the globe.

3 Pillars of Mission
With your help, Damascus will become:
1. A CENTRALIZED RETREAT CENTER where
generations of Catholics experience world-class
retreat ministry that awakens faith and builds
missionary disciples.
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Catholic Youth Summer Camp will impact
over 2000 young people annually by
Summer of the year 2020. This strength and
consistency will provide a core of mission
and financial sustainability for Damascus.
In the spring of 2015, Catholic Youth Summer
Camp was blessed with 471 acres of land in
Central Ohio. With this gift came the establishment
of a group of faithful Catholic businessmen and
women who helped to create the vision for and
sustainability of Damascus Catholic Mission
Campus. Damascus will be developed into a fully
featured adventure camp, leadership and training
institute, and retreat and conference center that
will be a blessing to the Church for years to come.

2. AN INNOVATIVE TRAINING CENTER where the
Church’s renewal begins with the transformation of
her leaders, equipping them to implement a
culture of encounter in their own parishes, schools
and faith communities.

3. The home of CATHOLIC YOUTH SUMMER CAMP,
where high adventure activities lead to high
adventure faith, where the youth of today become
the hope of tomorrow.

Join us as we set out to build an
E N V I R O N M E N T O F E N C O U N T E R . For
our church, our families, and the
future of our faith.
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A Centralized Retreat Center

An Innovative Training Center

Catholic Retreat selection is limited throughout
the state of Ohio. As a result, many catholic
parishes and schools lease secular or non-catholic
l o c a t i o n s , s a c r i fi c i n g s a c r e d s p a c e a n d
programming while building the influence of
organizations outside of the church.

Renewal within the Catholic Church will begin
in the transformation of Catholic parishes and
schools, lay ministry organizations and families,
and men and women planted in secular and
corporate environments.

Damascus is located 50
minutes from Columbus
and within approximately
2 hours of every major city
in the state of Ohio.

~2 hrs

Are leaders in these fields being effectively
trained to evangelize, catechize, and form
missionary disciples?
Damascus will offer
programs that address this challenge head-on.

Centrally located,
Damascus will become
the premiere Catholic
Retreat center for the
entire state of Ohio.

DAMASCUS: OUTREACH
1.

Fa c i l i t i e s a re a b l e t o a c c o m m o d a t e
u p t o 5 s i m u l t a n e o u s re t re a t re n t a l
g ro u p s .

2.

Damascus will offer World-Class
re t re a t m i n i s t r y t h at a w a ke n s f a i t h
and builds missionary disciples.

DAMASCUS: PROGRAM OFFERINGS
CATHOLIC TEACHER RETREATS | PARISH
STAFF TRAINING | CORPORATE LEADER
OUTINGS | YOUTH LEADER TRAININGS |
CATECHIST AND TEACHER FORMATION |
LAY MINISTRY LEADERSHIP FORMATION

M A R R I A G E R E T R E AT S | YO U N G A D U LT
RETREATS | CATHOLIC SCHOOL RETREATS |
YO U T H G R O U P R E T R E AT S | O U T D O O R
EDUCATION | CONFIRMATION RETREATS |
R C I A R E T R E AT S | F I R S T C O M M U N I O N
R E T R E AT S | V O C AT I O N A L D I S C E R N M E N T
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Catholic Youth Summer Camp

Mission Impact

CYSC is a high adventure camp that features
paintball, jet skis, high ropes, blobbing, archery,
and more! Additionally, CYSC builds the adventure
of faith through programs that includes a lifechanging proclamation of the Gospel, moving
dramas, and worship encounters through daily
Mass, adoration, confession, and scripture studies.

“CYSC provides a total Catholic experience and
is totally engaged in the work of evangelization. As
rector of a seminary, I point to CYSC as an excellent
model for evangelization.”
Very Rev. James A. Wehner, STD, former Rector/
President of The Pontifical College Josephinum

Catholic Youth Summer Camp serves as the
sustainability anchor for Damascus. Based on NO
annual Retreat/Training Center revenue, Damascus
as an organization will be sustainable and able to
reinvest in facilities, programs, and future growth.

“I can’t even express how much camp impacted
me. All I can say is that it was the best week of my
entire year. “

DAMASCUS: HOME OF CYSC

“Camp completely changed my life. For the first
time ever I knew Jesus was with me.”

• A permanent and sustainable ministry future for

“I will never be the same. This week at camp,
Jesus told me he wanted me to be a priest. I said
‘yes’ to his call.”

campers and families

• Increased program and camper capacity
• A more controlled and safer environment
campers and other guests

for

• An intentional Catholic identity and environment

Changing More Lives.
Damascus will increase Catholic Youth Summer
Camp’s impact in the lives of campers,
doubling our annual mission capacity.
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Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
Catholic Mission Campus Development

DAMASCUS: FACILITY HIGHLIGHT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conference Capacity Expandable to >1000
Auditorium and Cafeteria Each 350 Capacity
48 Person Capacity Hotel Style Retreat Center
Two 40 Capacity Bunk Style Retreat Houses
200 Acres of Wooded Trails and Sacred Space
Group Team Building and Adventure Activities
Self-Guided or Fully Staffed Retreat Options Available
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Campaign Budget
“WE

RECOMMEND THAT, GIVEN THE PROGRAM

GROWTH OF

CYSC,

CAMPER RATE OF RETURN,

AND INVESTMENT INTO ADDITIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS ,

D AMASCUS

DIOCESAN

IS READY TO

Design &
Contingencies
10%
2%
Furnishings

RESPONSIBLY, BOLDLY AND HUMBLY VENTURE
INTO SITE OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION. “

- RUN RIVER ENTERPRISES
National Camp Consulting

34%

Land Purchase

55%

Construction

Total Project Cost - $15.2M

Construction Phases
Phase I Elements
Lodge, Dining Hall & Kitchen
Furnishings, Fees/Civil/Contingencies
Site Prep/Utilities Roads/Parking
High Adventure Activities
Cabins (20 beds per cabin)
Renovation of Existing Structures
1. Clergy Historic Cabin
2. Welcome Center/Home

$4,000,000
$1,480,000
$1,121,000
$ 400,000
$ 470,000
$ 150,000

Phase II Elements
Adult Retreat Lodge
Roads, Parking, Grading
2 Retreat Cabins (80 beds per cabin)
Furnishings, Fees/Civil/Contingencies

$1,000,000
$ 170,000
$ 400,000
$ 220,000

Phase III Element
Lakeside Chapel

$1,000,000

Organizational Sustainability
$120,000.00

2019
$90,000.00

2018
$60,000.00

2017

$30,000.00

2016
$0.00

Catholic Youth Summer Camp serves as the
sustainability anchor for Damascus. Based on NO
annual Retreat/Training Center revenue,
Damascus as an organization will be sustainable
and able to reinvest in facilities, programs, and
future growth.
Consistent revenue growth from retreats,
conferences, and trainings will position
Damascus for long-term success. 2016-2017
retreat bookings already exceed anticipated
revenue of $100,000.
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Commemorative Naming Opportunities
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Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
Organizational and Ministry Leadership
Dan DeMatte has
been a national
catholic evangelist for
over 12 years,
bringing the Gospel
to thousands through
missions, retreats, and
conferences across
40 states and 3
countries. The author
of best-selling book
Holiness Revolution
with Dynamic
Catholic Institute, cohost of radio program
Encounter, and star of
A&E’s reality TV
series, God or the
Girl, he is an expert in
youth and adult
ministry, developing
innovative and effective programs used to train
ministry teams from all over the world. Dan has
witnessed to his Catholic faith on Larry King Live,
The View, the Today Show, and other national
programs. Holding a Masters Degree in
Evangelization from Pontifical College Josephinum,
Dan’s innovative ministry and training techniques
facilitate a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ.
Dan is happily married and raising 4 children.

Aaron Richards brings
a diverse leadership
skill set to his work as
Director of Operations
which has facilitated
the fast-paced growth
of Damascus.
Aaron has training
and experience in
fields ranging from
business finance,
construction,
management, first
aid, computer and
graphic design, and
education. Through
his 12 years of work in
professional ministry,
Aaron developed a
number of youth
ministry programs
and missions, as well as co-founding a youth
conference that ministered to thousands. Aaron is
a gifted worship leader, musician, teacher, and
evangelist. He holds a BS in Theology and
Chemistry from Ohio Dominican University, and
has fifteen years of experience in professional
ministry. He and his wife Monica have worked in
leadership with CYSC since 2001 and are raising a
mission family with their three beautiful children.
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Matthew Schlater
Board Chairman
Jones-Schlater Flooring

Dr. Vince Pompili
Board Vice-Chair
Cardiology Director OSU Medical Center

Jon Yerian, CPA
Board Treasurer
John Gerlach & Company LLP

Jim Stucko Jr., Esq.
Board Secretary
Scott Scriven LLP

Father Paul Noble
Episcopal Representative
Diocese of Columbus, OH

Fr Andrew Turner
St Mary/Borromeo Seminary
Diocese of Cleveland, OH

Mike D’Andrea
Miracle Motor Mart

Rebecca O’Connor
Bookkeeping

Joe Munhall
Commerce National Bank

Cole Ellis
Ellis Companies

Ben Hartings
First Merchant Bank

Campaign Leadership
Dave and Michele Bianconi
Campaign Chairs
Community Volunteer

J. David Karam
Campaign Vice-Chair
Sbarro CEO

Mike and Janet Jenkins
AT&T and Pontifical College
Josephinum

Loren Brown
The Catholic Foundation

Father David Sizemore
St. John Neumann Catholic Church

Tom Whitman
The Whitman Group LLC

John and Kathy Houck
Huntington Bank

Ray DeWeese
Ohio State IMG Sports Marketing

Matt Schlater
Jones-Schlater Flooring

Julie Naporano
Homeport

Ben Hartings
First Merchants Bank

Matt Palmer
The Joseph Group

Construction Oversight
John Houck
Committee Chair
Community Volunteer

Jim Negron
Executive Vice President Corna
Kokosing Construction Co.

Scott Harper
Head Architect
Harper Architectural Studio

George W Schweitzer PE, PS
Geo-Graphics, Inc.

Mike Haemmerle, PE
Korda/Nemeth Engineering

Matt Schlater
Jones-Schlater Flooring

For More Information
Dan DeMatte | 614-506-0752 | dan@cysc.com | 7881 Bluefield St, Canal Winchester OH 43110
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Damascus Program Highlights
Adventure Based Learning

1. Provides Holistic Education that increases
empowerment, and often leaders to personal
overall classroom engagement and motivation.
breakthroughs, “If I can do this, I can do anything.”
ABL incorporates cognitive, emotional, social,
3. Promotes Strong Leadership: Adventure
physical and spiritual developmental outcomes
programs set difficult goals and have highly
that lead to increase student engagement (Autry,
structured tasks promoting a strong sense of
2001;Glass & Benshoff, 2002). Several studies
accomplishment, confidence, and tangible
indicated that students' motivation within the
experiences associated
classroom can be
with success in achieving
e n h a n c e d a ft e r A B L
goals (Hattie,1997).
(Hattie, Marsh, Neill, &
“I can't say enough about how
Richards, 1997, Daheim
valuable the adventure day
4. Increases one’s ability
1998).
activities are for the CONFIDENCE
to overcome obstacles
and SELF ESTEEM of our students.
and problem solve:
2. Increases SelfStudents develop the
Determination and SelfThey come back comfortable with
ability to turn adversity
Esteem: A number of
each other and at ease in class
into a learning
studies have shown
asking questions, etc.”
experience (Sheard &
significant improvement
Golby, 2006). ABL also
i n p a r t i c i p a n t ’s s e l f
-Middle School Principal
represents an authentic
esteem and perception
work environment as
of self (Brand, 2001;
students work together to
Cason. 1994; Gillis, 1996;
overcome challenges and solve problems that are
Graham & Robinson, 2007; Kemp. 1998; Wolfe &
based on the real world.
Samdahl, 2005). ABL increased students’ sense of
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5. Increases Capacity for Teamwork and the ability
to work well with others to overcome obstacles
and achieve goals. (Autry, 2001). There is an
increased feeling of involvement with the group or
class (Conley, Caldarella & Young, 2007) combined
with improvements in group cohesion (Glass &
Benshoff, 2002).
6. Fosters Deeper Community: ABL can help to
bring divided communities together and it can
inspire culture change in organizations. Studies
have shown that ABL decreases bullying in school
settings (Sheard & Golby, 2006) because it has
been found to improve participant’s ability to trust
others and themselves.

damascus
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Teens, 2015). ABL promotes human interaction and
physical activity in the outdoors which is proven to
a more effective classroom.
10. Increases Motivation for Success: Studies have
shown that ABL promotes success-driven
motivation and behavior (Brand, 2001; Forgan &
Jones, 2002; Gillis, 1996). Through adventurebased leadership learning, we are helping the
youth of today, become the leaders of tomorrow.

“St u d e n t s i n t h i s c l a s s b e c a m e
connected at the beginning of the
school year through the
experiential activities and, as a
result, we have seen a DECREASE
IN BULLYING and in INCREASE IN
SELF-RESPECT and RESPECT
TOWARDS OTHERS.”
-Freshman Teacher

DAMASCUS: ADVENTURE BASED
LEARNING FEATURES:

7. Increases Life Effectiveness Skills such as time
management, social competence, achievement
motivation, intellectual flexibility, task leadership
and emotional control (McLeod & Allen-Craig,
2007). ABL can also promote conflict resolution,
positive risk taking skills, critical thinking skills,
problem analysis, problem solving skills and
personality development (Cooley, Holland,
Cumming, Novakovic, & Burns, 2014).

• 24 PERSON CAPACITY HIGH ROPES
• LOW ROPES TEAM BUILDING INITIATIVES
• 50 FT ROCK CLIMBING WALL
• VERTICAL PLAY PEN
• TWO 1,000 FT ZIP LINES
• GIANT SWING TEAM ACTIVITY

8. Promotes Perseverance: More and more people
quit when something difficult stands in their way,
but at the heart of the American ethos the ability to
persevere through difficulties. ABL helps challenge
participants to persevere and overcome obstacles
they thought were impossible to overcome.
9. Promotes Physical Activity in an Outdoor
Setting: On average, teenagers in the U.S. spend
about 9 hours a day in front of a screen (The
Common Sense Census: Media Use by Tweens and
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Effects of Environmental Education
on Student Achievement
Language Arts

76%

Math

63%

Science

64%

Social Studies

73%

Attenence

77%
Percentage
Increase 180
0 Performance
45
90
135

Control Group study determined that students
participating in Environmental Education curriculum
increased academic performance significantly.
Effects of Environmental Education on Student
Achievement G.H. Hoody, Lieberman 2000

Outdoor Education
1. Increases Academic Performance: A student’s
cognitive abilities are better developed outside the
classroom, scoring up to 72% higher in
assessments in everything from math and science
to attendance. (Dennis Eaton, Cognitive and
Affective Learning in Outdoor Education, 2006).
2. Increases Motivation for Learning: A 2008 study
found “a significant number” of students showed
enhanced enthusiasm about learning, which
carried over to traditional indoor learning after the
outdoor learning had concluded.
3. Promotes Better Health: Author Richard Louv
has coined the phrase “nature-deficit disorder” to
describe the harmful effects on youth of too much
indoor overstimulation, including attention-deficit
disorder, anxiety, depression, and obesity. Outdoor
education is proven to decrease anxiety and stress
levels.
4. Increases Life Skills: Outdoor education
promotes communication, team work, and

DAMASCUS:
OUTDOOR LEARNING FEATURES:
• 200+ ACRES OF WOODS
• 100+ ACRES OF AGRICULTURAL FIELDS
• 30 ACRE LAKE
• 3 WILDLIFE PONDS
• MULTIPLE STREAMS, WATER BEDS, AND
WETLANDS
• DIVERSE WILDLIFE AND PLANT LIFE
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Outdoor Education
leadership skills by requiring students to work as
teams to solve problems on expeditions. Students
have to lead discussions, contribute their ideas by
making their voices heard, give each other
feedback, and resolve conflicts.
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Outdoor and Adventure
Leadership Director

5. Increases Care for the Environment: Knowledge
is key to unlocking deeper care and respect for the
environment. Outdoor education promotes the
understanding of the need for sustainable
re l at i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n p e o p l e a n d t h e i r
environment for the ongoing development of
civilization.
6. Increases an Appreciation for the Global Family:
Many young people fail to see a connection
between their lives and the lives of others in the
w o r l d . O u t d o o r E d u c at i o n h e l p s p e o p l e
understand how global family is connected, giving
them a greater appreciation and understanding of
the world and its peoples around them.
7. Promotes Active Citizenship and Service: When
one has a greater sense of connection and
responsibility to the environment, active citizenship
and a service mentality is fostered. Many
individuals become disconnected from society and
feel they cannot use the political process to bring
about beneficial changes in their lives and within
their communities. Outdoor Learning has helped
people to take control of their lives and take a
more active part in their communities.
8. Develops A Sense Of Personal Responsibility:
Outdoor Education helps people realize that their
actions and lifestyle choices impact others. An
increase in environmental awareness leads to a
more responsible behavior towards others and
often promotes a life of simplicity in the midst of a
consumerist culture.

Sources:
Educational Trips and Visits, Health and Safety Guidance
Notes, City of Salford (Revised 2003)
http://www.bachelorsdegreeonline.com/blog/2012/11proven-benefits-of-outdoor-learning/
Additional Studies: Curtis in 1998, Hutchinson in 1999,
Long in 2003, Wells in 2005

BETH NADLER studied Forestry, Fisheries, and
Wildlife at the Ohio State University before
moving out to Colorado to pursue mission
work and a career in the outdoors. Beth is a
National Outdoor Leadership School graduate,
a certified Wilderness First Responder, a Leave
No Trace Master Educator, and has over 5 years
of experience working with youth in outdoor
education, leadership based learning
environments, and wilderness survival. She will
join the Damascus team in the Winter 2017 in
order to build our outdoor and adventure
leadership program and share her passions for
faith, the environment, and experiential learning.

DAMASCUS:
OUTDOOR PROGRAM CONCEPTS:
WHERE DOES OUR FOOD COME FROM? |
ORIENTEERING | PRIMITIVE LIVING |
WILDERNESS SURVIVAL SKILLS |
ASTRONOMY | GLOBAL FOOTPRINT,
GLOBAL FAMILY | WORLD HUNGER &
WATER POLLUTION | FORESTRY |
GEOLOGY | STREAM & WETLAND ECOLOGY |
WILDLIFE ECOLOGY | FAITH AND SCIENCE
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